. The Draft European Convention adopted a wide variety of measures, which encompass all aspects of the protection of underwater cultural heritage. The advocation of the fundamental principle of the in situ protection of underwater cultural property is accompanied by the duty of the Parties to take all appropriate measures to conserve recovered property as well as to fully record finds. Discoveries of underwater cultural property within the 'area' of a contracting State should be reported to the competent authorities, the discoverers being required to leave the property where it is situated. In addition, contracting States may require their nationals to notify the competent authorities about discoveries made in places where no State exercises control over such property. Contracting States are also required to take appropriate measures to ensure the proper documentation of recovered property, to promote public appreciation of the underwater cultural heritage and the need to protect it, and to further underwater research. The control of traffic in underwater cultural property and the restriction of its illegal circulation is another fundamental objective of the Convention. In this respect, each party shall make available evidence of any lawful export of such property and notify the other contracting states about the illegal recovery or export of such property. The proposed regime shall not interfere with property rights, the law of salvage or laws and practices with respect to cultural exchanges; nor will it prejudice any jurisdiction or rights, which contracting States may otherwise have under international law in respect of the protection of the underwater cultural heritage. The implementation of the Convention is to be kept under review by a Standing Committee.
As far as the territorial scope of application of the Draft European Convention is concerned, article 2 adopted a provision similar to article 303(2) of the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (hereinafter cited as "LOS Convention"). It reads: "1. For the purposes of this Convention, the 'area' of a contracting State means its territorial sea and, in respect of a contracting State which has established it, the zone referred to in paragraph 2; 2. A contracting State which has established a contiguous zone in conformity with international law may presume that removal of underwater cultural property from the seabed in that zone without its approval would result in infringement within its territory or territorial sea of laws and regulations applied in that zone". There is, however, an important difference between the two articles. Article 2 requires the prior establishment of a general contiguous zone, while, as will be seen below, article 303(2) of the LOS Convention does not establish the declaration of the contiguous zone as a prerequisite for its application.
Finally, article 17 of the Draft European Convention enables contracting States to take all appropriate measures to protect underwater cultural property while exercising their resourcerelated jurisdiction on the continental shelf. Such measures should not be viewed as an expansion of coastal jurisdiction over the continental shelf, but rather as an expression of the duty to protect underwater cultural heritage.
